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1. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES THE EMBASSY'S ANALYSIS OF THE 
VARIOUS PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SAFEKEEPING OF THE 
RANSOM FUNDS AND ITS RECOMMENDATIONS. UNFORTUNATELY, 
THERE ARE LEGAL PROHIBITIONS AGAINST THE EMBASSY OR THE 
CONGEN ACCEPTING THE FUNDS FOR SAFEKEEPING OR FOR THE 
DEPOSIT OF THE FUNDS IN A BANK IN THE NAME OF THE 
CONGEN EVEN THOUGH THEY MAY BE LABELED "IN CUSTODY FOR 
MRS. PATTERSON ". 

2. GIVEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES WITH WHICH WE ARE FACED, WE 
RECOMMEND THAT THE MONEY BE DEPOSITED IN A BANK FOR SAFE- 
KEEPING IN THE NAME OF ANDRA PATTERSON. 
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3. WE UNDERSTAND THE EMBASSY'S CONCERN OVER MRS. PATTERSON' 
PERSONAL SAFETY AND ITS RATIONALE CONNECTING THE READY 
AVAILABILITY OF THE FUNDS TO POSSIBLE IMPETUOUS ACTION ON 
HER PART. WE ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT THE EMBASSY IS FULLY 
AWARE THAT THE POSITION OF THE USG WITH RESPECT TO 

MRS. PATTERSON IS RESTRICTED TO AN ADVISORY AND FACILI- 
TATIVE ROLE AND THAT WE SHOULD NOT IMPEDE HER FROM USING 
THE MONEY AS SHE DEEMS APPROPRIATE FOR THE RELEASE OF 
HER HUSBAND. ANY OTHER USG ROLE IN THIS RESPECT COULD 
HAVE SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS. WE HOPE THAT THE APPARENT 
RAPPORT AND CONFIDENCE DEVELOPED BETWEEN MRS. 

PATTERSON AND EMBASSY/CONGEN OFFICERS WILL RESULT IN 
PRUDENCE ON THE PART OF MRS. PATTERSON WITH REGARDS 
BOTH TO HER PERSONAL SAFETY AND TO THE USE OF THE FUNDS. 

4. DEPARTMENT LEAVES TO EMBASSY'S JUDGMENT, AFTER 
CONSULTATION WITH MRS. PATTERSON, WHERE THE DEPOSIT 
FOR SAFEKEEPING SHOULD BE MADE. THE EMBASSY IS 
AUTHORIZED TO ASSIST MRS. PATTERSON IN MAKING THIS 
DEPOSIT, INCLUDING MAKING CERTAIN THAT THE FUNDS WILL 
BE READILY AVAILABLE TO HER. THE EMBASSY SHOULD ALSO 
PROVIDE FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE, AS REQUIRED, FOR THE 
PHYSICAL TRANSFER OF THE FUNDS. RUSH 
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